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INTER-OFFICE MEMORANDUM 
OATi: Apri 1 3D, 1968 

TO: Allen She lley, Assistant Director of Public \.forks 

FROM: Eugene Downs , Public Works Superintendent 

SUBJECT: MA I NTENANCE PROBLEMS - MOFF.EIT BOULEVARD SEWER 
MAIN ANO LATERALS 

The attached sketch shows the sewer line on Moffett Boulevard now serving 
eighteen residences . The ma i n is fairly shallow and is 2 . 5 feet ~1est of 
the curb. There is .;in existing sidewalk with a six foot p lanter strii:; 
bet1·!een the curb and sidewalk. The planter stri p contains twenty-five pine 
trees (Casuarina L. Beef1vood) spaced approximately ~s shown ~1i th trunk 
diameters varying e ight to six teen inches. 

The root system of these trees has caused an increasi ng maintenance problem. 
The six inch ma In is no1o1 rodded every thirty to sixty days to remove root 
growth and minimize the stoppages occurring in the sewer inain; however, 
our greatest problem is in the laterals. Stoppages caused by root gr01·1th 
are occurring between the sewer main and the back of the sidewalk. Our 
maintenance records for the past year sho1o1 thirty-five lateral stoppages. 
In the past five years we have replaced four s ix-foot sections of main li ne 
and twelve of the eighteen house laterals have been partially or completely 
replaced on the City side. ~/e are now having repeat stoppages on these 
laterals due to root growth . 

It is r equested that a study of this sewer main be made by the Engineering 
section for replacement of the six inch main and laterals at a deepe r 
elevation and a l so removal of the trees caL•sing the extensive damage. The 
criginal main and laterals have hot pour t4r jo ints. 
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